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Standing Committees/Public Bill 
Committees 1919 to 2005/6 
A Public Bill Committee is a committee set 
up by the House of Commons to examine the 
details of a particular Bill. All Bills, other than 
Money Bills, are automatically sent in a Public 
Bill Committee following their second reading 
unless they are committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House. The composition of the 
committees must match the size of the parties 
in the House.  

The House of Commons uses other general 
committees to debate delegated legislation 
and proposals for European legislation and 
other European Union documents.  Public 
bill committees were known as “Standing 
Committees” until 15 November 2006. 
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Hansard bound volumes from 1909 to 2007/8 
Hansard is an edited verbatim record of 
what was said in Parliament. It also includes 
records of votes and written ministerial 
statements. The report is published daily 
covering the preceding day, and is followed 
by a bound final version.  We have digitised 
the bound volumes from 1909 up to where 
the daily reports start on PIO in 2007/08.

Lords Papers and Bills 1919 to 2005/6

The House of Lords is the second chamber of 
the UK Parliament. It is independent from, and 
complements the work of, the elected House of 
Commons. The Lords shares the task of making 
and shaping laws and checking and challenging 
the work of the government.

House of Lords Papers are papers which result 
from the work of the House and its Committees 
or are otherwise necessary for its work.
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